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NEWS

Medical Mile approved
for new development

Laker Line approved for funding

At a meeting on Feb. 12, the Board
of Trustees approved an outline of
the construction process for the
university’s new health campus
SEE A3

LAKER LIFE

New Native American
program established
The Native American Advisory
Board is hosting a meeting on Feb.
18 to discuss the newly established
campus mentoring program
SEE A7

New Rapid route to
be more efficient

SPORTS

Laker baseball picked
to win GLIAC North
Fresh off a 2015 GLIAC North title,
the Grand Valley State baseball
team was once again selected as the
preseason favorite in its division
SEE A9

GALLERY

See photos from Gov.
Kasich’s visit to GV
For photo highlights and a full recap
of the presidential hopeful’s visit to
campus, visit the Lanthorn’s gallery
featuring Ohio Gov. John Kasich
SEE LANTHORN.COM

STAMP OF APPROVAL: Grand Valley State University students exit the Route 50 bus outside the Kirkhof Plaza on Feb. 17. After two years, the newly created Laker
Line bus route has been awarded a $57 million grant by the Federal Transit Administration to extend route locations along the Medical Mile. GVL | LUKE HOLMES
BY JESS HODGE
JHODGE@LA N THORN. COM

fter two years of planning every
little detail down to the dollar, the
Laker Line bus route has just re
ceived the stamp of approval on a
$57 million grant.
The grant, submitted in the summer of 2015
and just approved last week, was issued by the Fed
eral Transit Administration (FTA) and covers 80
percent of the total project’s cost.
The remaining $14 million will be provided
by the state of Michigan.
The Laker Line will be a new bus route for
Grand Valley State University students to travel
to and from the Allendale and Pew campuses,
with stops on the Medical Mile.
Although two years seems like a long time to

□

plan, Nicholas Monoyios, long-range planner and
project manager for the Laker Line, said the project
went twice as fast as the Silver Line project did. The
process took a while because it was imperative for
Monoyios to give detailed project plans to the FTA.
He is excited for the new bus route to be put
into action, with the projected opening date being
in the spring or early summer of 2018, he said.
“Students can get from Allendale to (the)
Pew Campus five minutes faster than they could
on the existing fixed route vehicles,” Monoyios
said. “Largely because the buses are bigger, they
can hold 50 percent more people and the fre
quencies will stay the same.”
$14 million of the grant will be used toward
buying new vehicles for the Laker Line. Monoyios
said the Rapid plans on purchasing 16 60-foot ar
ticulated buses. An articulated bus is also known as
an accordion bus, with an accordion-style joint in

the middle of two seating sections, adding length
and flexibility to the bus.
In addition to new vehicles, a new $13 million
maintenance facility is being built specifically for
the new buses. These facilities will be equipped
with new technology that tunes them into traffic
patterns and traffic lights, letting the buses com
municate real-time arrival at the stations.
The biggest change for GVSU students will be
in the form of construction preparations for the
Laker Line. The grant will also be used to recon
figure both Laker Village Drive and the Kirkhof
Plaza, the bus loop outside of the Kirkhof Center.
“From the Alumni House to the western pe
rimeter and around the parking lots - that is going
to be widened to accommodate automobile traffic,”
Monoyios said. “That will enable the Laker Line to

SEE BUS | A2

PREVENTION AND REMEDY

2016 ELECTION

Combating sexual assault through collaboration

Kasich town hall draws
standing-room only crowd

SART members work together to provide resources for victims

Presidential candidate offered advice,
policy stances at campus appearance

BY HANNAH LENTZ
ASSOCIA TErcoLANTHORN.COM

y October of 2014, 85 colleges
and universities came under fed
eral investigation for their han
dling of sexual violence incidents
on campuses across the nation.
Grand Valley State University is one of those
universities under investigation.
Since the start of the. investigation, GVSU
has implemented a position for a victim advo
cate and Violence Against Women grant coor
dinator, created a Victims Rights and Options
web page and provided more educational sem
inars than ever before. But one of the main ele
ments about GVSU’s focus on preventing and
handling sexual assault is the emphasis put on
embracing the idea of collaboration through
the sexual assault response team (SART).
At GVSU, the team is made up of Ashley
Schulte, Theresa Rowland, Brandon DeHaan,
Renee Freeman, Marlene Kowalski-Braun,
Bart Merkle and Pat Smith. Meeting once a
week, the SART looks at ways to create a safe
environment for GVSU students.
According to the National Sexual Vio
lence Resource Center, the SART supports
the safety, justice and autonomy of all vic
tims and survivors of sexual violence; works
to meet the needs of underserved and mar
ginalized service providers in the develop
ment of SARTs; and creates a forum to en
hance the response to systems advocacy and
sexual violence prevention initiatives among
sexual assault response teams.
“We gather as a team to look at whats our
best approach,” said Title IX Coordinator
and Equity Officer Theresa Rowland. “How
do we make sure were all on the same page
and supporting the student or students the
way that we need to be?”
If emergency situations arise, the SART will
schedule an additional meeting to address the
situation with various partners.
“We want to make sure that we are sup
porting our students,” Rowland said. “That we
are supporting those that are reporting sexual
violence. That we’ve given them our resources
and our options. That were supporting them.”
Ashley Schulte has held the position of
campus victim advocate at GVSU since May of
2015. Working as a private resource for victim/

BY AUDRA GAMBLE
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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GVL | JORDINN WEST

survivors, Schulte has participated in extensive
training through the U.S. Department of Jus
tice and Office on Violence Against Women.
The route that a student takes follow
ing an incident of sexual violence varies
depending on the students needs. Through
the victim advocate, students can be referred
to counseling and other support services,
medical options and procedures, including
evidence collection, information about and
referrals to legal advocacy.
“During conversations with students I
will ask ‘have you been to the nurse exam
iner program? Would you like to do that?
Let me help you coordinate that. Have you
talked with the police? Here’s what the po
lice investigation looks like. Have you talked
with Title IX, here’s what the Title IX process
looks like,”’ Schulte said.

If a victim/survivor chooses to involve
the police, the victim advocate can explain
the process of filing Personal Protection Or
ders and provide support and assistance in
reporting an assault to campus police. Those
seeking help can also gain assistance in par
ticipating in a Title IX investigation, support
or working with necessary housing, employ
ment, or other accommodations or assistance
for significant others and friends of victim/
survivors of gender-based violence.
An initial appointment with Schulte lasts
about an hour, depending on the situation, and
then it’s up to the student what the next move
is. Instead of a set procedure, Schulte works to
provide information, resources and referral to
ward whichever avenue students want to take.

n just 20 days, Michiganders will
take to the polls to make their voice
heard for the first time in the 2016
presidential race.
As the March 8 primaries draw
nearer and nearer, candidates from both sides of
the aisle will focus more attention and funds on the
Mitten State. However, some candidates are getting
out ahead of the rest of the field in the hopes of
snagging a win in Michigan.
For Ohio governor and Republican presiden
tial candidate John Kasich, a strong showing in the
Midwest is key to the continuation of his Oval Of
fice bid. In order to kick off his Michigan efforts,
Kasich held a town hall meeting at Grand Valley
State University on Feb. 15 in the Grand River
Room of the Kirkhof Center.
Though the event was moved from the
Pere Marquette Room to its final location due
to overcrowding concerns, the Grand River
Room was still standing-room only on Mon
day morning. According to College Republi
cans President Mike Sullivan, 700-750 attend
ees showed up to the event.
“I didn’t think it’d be that much,” Sullivan said.
“We exceeded capacity. I was happy with the turn
out from the students, especially’’
Kasich’s speech was a mix between policy and
paternal advice, focusing on how his stances on is
sues would affect college students.
“AH of us adults promised young people that if
you go to college, everything would be great,” Ka
sich said. “Somehow, we got let down.”
Kasich touched on his views on mental health,
small businesses, job readiness and the recent
death of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia.
Amid Kasich’s policy points, he also urged
college students to make smart decisions in
their social lives.
“When you go to that party and you’re having
that drink, don’t going near that bowl of pills,” Ka
sich said. “(There are) too many young drug ad
dicts. Please don’t go there.”
The town hall setting gave Kasich the opportu
nity to expand upon his few opportunities to ex
press his views he receives in national Republican
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DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR CELEBRATING
WOMEN RECEPTION NOMINEES

CONTINUED FROM A1

Nominations for awards at the Celebrating Women re
ception will be accepted by the Women’s Commission until
Feb. 22.
The Celebrating Women reception is an annual event
that honors both men and women at Grand Valley State
University who are making a positive impact on the lives of
women.
Examples of awards include the Maxine Swanson award,
the Positive Black Women Scholarship, the Unsung Hero
award and the Outstanding Student award, among others.
The Celebrating Women reception is set to take place on
March 29.

use North Campus Drive as a
bus priority lane.”
Kirkhof Plaza will be filled
with concrete and the bus
paths will be widened to ac
commodate two Laker Line
buses in addition to the offcampus shuttles. This is be
ing done to reduce the flow of

traffic and provide an easier
transition for students getting
on and off the bus.
“Sometimes from Kirkhof,
as Route 50 is leaving, espe
cially with so much (traffic),
it can take five, sometimes 10
minutes just to get back to Lake
Michigan Drive,” Monoyios
said. “By widening Laker Vil
lage Drive to put the automo
bile traffic onto that street, we

are going to make it so much
easier for the (buses) to stop at
Mackinac and Kirkhof Plaza.”
The new bus stops will also
be revamped, with additions
such as snow-melting technol
ogy and increased safety and
security with video cameras.
“As GVSU grows their cam
pus, they don’t want to need to
build more parking,” Monoyios
said. “They want to really in-

centivize how efficient and con
venient and reliable enhanced
transit can be.”
The amount of public input
during the early stages of the
Laker Line project, especially
from GVSU students, faculty
and staff, has been a guiding
force for the project, Monoyios
said. He is hopeful that students
will enjoy and appreciate the
new Laker Line.

PRESIDENT HAAS SIGNS CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
AGREEMENT
President Thomas J. Haas pledged to strengthen Grand
Valley State University’s commitment to civic engagement
through the signing of a new agreement this past week.
By signing the Campus Compact 30th Anniversary
Action Statement on Civic Engagement, Haas agreed
that GVSU will take the necessary steps toward preparing
students for civic engagement, in addition to creating part
nerships that benefit the surrounding community.
The Campus Compact is a nonprofit coalition of 70
college and university presidents with the goal of creating
campuses environments in which its students, faculty and
staff learn to engage with their communities.
Campus Compact will hold a conference and president’s
summit celebrating its 30th anniversary on March 20 in
Massachusetts.

OPEN MIC NIGHT
Students will be given the opportunity to showcase their
talents for a live audience at the next Open Mic Night on
Feb. 19.
Hosted by Spotlight Productions, Open Mic Night is a
monthly event that allows students of diverse talents to
take stage. The event is open to the entire campus commu
nity and will include free brownies.
Open Mic Night is set to take place from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. in Area 51 in the basement of the Kirkhof Center on
Grand Valley State University’s Allendale Campus.
Those interested in performing are required to send an
email to concertsgv@gmail.com.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH: TASTE OF SOUL
In celebration of Black History Month, the Office of
Multicultural Affairs will be hosting a food-tasting event
aimed at educating community members on the tradition of
soul food on Feb. 19.
Students, staff and faculty members will be given
the opportunity to try foods from the Southern African
American tradition of soul food that originated when en
slaved Africans were forced to eat leftover scraps. Through
scrap pieces of corn, molasses, flour, vegetables and other
items, slaves managed to create a variety of dishes that are
now revered as tradition by many.
“Tasteof Soul" is set to take place from noon until 1 p.m.
on Feb. 19 in the Kirkhof Center lobby.
Foi^KWtional informihdn about the event, contact the
Office of Multicultural Affairs at (616) 331-2177 or oma@
gvsu.edu.

GV STUDENTS PLACE IN BUSINESS COMPETITION
Three Grand Valley State University students competed
in the Global Family Enterprise Case Competition on Jan. 14
through Jan. 16 at the University of Vermont were awarded
second place overall in the competition.
The competition was comprised of 24 teams from five
continents from all over the world. GVSU’s team included
Josu£ Rigueiro, a management major, Sydney Ecker, an
accounting major, and Melissa Atkins, a supply chain and
management information systems major.
The team had to give a 20-minute presentation to a
group of judges about a case analysis of family businesses.
They were tasked with solving the case in a practical way
for the family owners of the business.
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SETTING AN EXAMPLE: Theresa Rowland is recognized for her work with Title IX at the Board of Trustees meeting on Feb. 12 in the Seidman College of Business on Grand Valley State University’s Pew Campus. Rowland is currently the Title IX coordinator. GVL I KEVIN SIELAFF
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“Just because (students) report to her,
that doesn’t necessarily mean there is going
to be an investigation,” Rowland said. “She’s
a resource to folks in the terms of informa
tion and referral.”
One thing that Schulte makes sure to
focus on is the idea of creating a safe place
for students who have experienced an act
of violence to get the help they need.
“I work to provide a form of non-judgmental and private support to student sur
vivors of violence,” Schulte said. “My top
priority is making sure that students know
what options are available to them and that
they have a safe space to talk about the
route they want to take.”
Though Schulte does play an instru
mental role in the collaboration between
each avenue, one of the important ele
ments about Schulte’s role is that she will
not release personally identifiable infor
mation without consent.
“We want students who come to us
to take the route that is best for them,”
Schulte said. “If they don’t take up the
counseling services offered or other ele
ments, that’s fine. When a student de
cides they have gotten the help they need,
that’s when we have done our job.”
Theresa Rowland was named GVSU’s
interim Title IX coordinator follow
ing the departure of Dwight Hamilton
in February of 2015. Rowland came to
GVSU in 2011 as the Violence Against
Women Act grant coordinator and also
served as the victim advocate.
Rowland received Title IX certifica
tion through the Association of Title
IX Administrators. She currently co
chairs the SART.
As part of her position, Rowland moni
tors the university’s Title IX compliance in
cluding the training, education and admin
istration of grievance procedures.
“Title IX is federal law and is to protect
individuals from sex and gender-based
discrimination,” Rowland said. “The role
that Title IX has, specifically in terms of
sexual harassment and violence, would
be that we want to prevent its reoccur
rence, we want to investigate if given the
opportunity to do so and then we want to
remedy the effects of the incident.”
Title IX can also work as another outlet
to handle a situation of sexual violence.
“It’s an option for students to choose
to do and sometimes, they choose it be
cause maybe the criminal is intimidating,

maybe the criminal option is intimidat the victim is a minor.
“We want students to feel comfort
ing to them for whatever reason so they
just decide, ‘I want the university to ad able with us through the entire pro
cess,” DeHaan said. “We will work with
dress it,”’ Rowland said.
The other element of Title IX covers the them to make the process as easy as
options available to students through the possible and will work to bring those
investigation process. Even if a student is responsible to justice.”
GVPD can also help students ar
taking the criminal route, there are things
that Title IX can help accommodate that range hospital treatment or other med
the criminal process doesn’t necessarily ical needs. Additionally, they will help
to talk students through how to get in
cover, Rowland said.
“We want to encourage students to re contact with a prosecutor’s office, the
port in any avenue they feel comfortable details of a court proceeding and the
with in order to give the university an op details of a university investigation.
“Were here as a resource first and fore
portunity to provide accommodations, the
opportunity to investigate and then to hold most,” DeHaan said.
Depending on the wants and needs of
the criminal accountable? Rowland said.
When a case is brought to the attention the victim, GVPD can work with the Vic
of Rowland, she looks at the situation from tim Advocate and Title IX office to com
both sides, not holding one party respon plete a full and thorough investigation,
DeHaan said.
sible until going through evidence.
“I say ‘the respondent’ as they may or
“GVPD, the victim advocate and Title
may not be responsible,” Rowland said. IX, we all collaborate on what we offer,”
“With the information we
Rowland said. “What is it
acquire through the investi
that we can do to help the
student or individuals in
gation process, we can deter
“We want to
volved in the incident?”
mine the details.”
encourage
As the investigation con
The Title IX office also
provides information to stu
students to report tinues and law enforcement
dents about the opportuni
in any avenue they gathers information, the
other elements of the SART
ties available to them, focus
feel comfortable
ing first on what the student
continue to work to provide
wants, Rowland said. The Ti
assistance to victims.
with...”
tle IX office also can recom
“As far as the investi
mend resources off campus
gation part, we can make
THERESA ROWLAND
such as the YWCA and Cen
accommodations
with
TITLE IX COORDINATOR
ter for Women in Transition.
students all the while that
“Maybe they don’t want
criminal process is going
to talk to anyone about it for
on and that’s where we’re
whatever reason, they just
different from law enforce
need the medical attention,” Rowland said. ment,” Rowland said.
“If a student goes in there (off campus loca
The SART encourages students to get
tion) and says that they’ve experienced an involved with clubs and organizations on
assault, they’ll know who to talk to. I think campus that work to educate and prevent
guiding students to that is paramount. The sexual assault at the university level. Orga
other stuff can come as they are ready to nizations include Eyes Wide Open, ReACT,
disclose information.”
Greeks Against Sexual Assault and many
Though the adjudication process (de others that can be found on OrgSync.
termining of sanctions) is completed
“We all play a part in this, so how
through the Dean of Student’s Office, Title do we support one another, how do we
IX is responsible for the remedies and the change our culture and how do you get
investigation, Rowland said.
involved?” Schulte said.
Capt. Brandon DeHaan of the GVSU
If a student has experienced sexual as
police department works through the le sault or know someone who has, they are
gal path and criminal investigation pro encouraged to contact emergency services,
cess. When a student is referred to the consider meeting with either the campus
police, it is with the intention of working victim advocate, Title IX coordinator or
through a full investigation.
campus police for assistance.
During the investigation process,
“We all have different roles and we
GVPD will not release information to can work together to accomplish our re
the public or media and parents and spective goals,” Schulte said.
guardians will not be notified unless
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New health campus plans
approved amid controversy
City, community members reach agreement on construction process
BY DREW HOWARD
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State
University is mov
ing forward with
the construction
of a new health
campus on the Grand Rapids
Belknap Ix>okout neighbor
hood, under a new plan in
tended to meet the needs of the
current residents, the universi
ty and the city of Grand Rapids.
Plans for the new health
campus began in October of
2013 when GVSU purchased
107 parcels of land located in
the Belknap Lookout neigh
borhood along Interstate 196
for $19 million. Since then, the
Neighbors of Belknap Look
out (NOBL), a neighborhood
association, have expressed
concern for how the university
would use the land.
At a meeting on Feb. 12,
GVSUs Board of Trustees ap
proved two memoranda of un
derstanding between the uni
versity, City of Grand Rapids
and NOBL that clearly outline
the construction process.
Eric DeLong, deputy city
manager of Grand Rapids,
said the Initial Memorandum
of Understanding (IMOU)
provides details for phase one
of development in a way that’s
sensitive to the neighborhood.
“The agreement provides

for the approval process and
how the parties relate to one
another,” DeLong said. “It
creates a new relationship
between the university and
the neighborhood.”
In the IMOU, it states that
the first phase of construc
tion will involve only Block 2
of GVSU’s Belknap Lookout
property. Unless necessary to
complete phase one, demoli
tion and other activities are
prohibited from taking place
on the remainder of the area
until a master plan has been
completed.
GVSU has also agreed
to make an annual payment
in lieu of taxes (PILOT) of
$127,151 to the City of Grand
Rapids, which is purposed with
compensating for lost property
taxes resulting from the univer
sity’s purchase of the Belknap
Lookout property.
DeLong said a portion
of this payment will go di
rectly toward improving the
Belknap Lookout.
“The city’s share is about
$25,000 a year,” he said. “The
city will invest that $25,000
in the NOBL neighborhood
which could go toward a num
ber of things like parks, play
ground equipment, project
planning and the like.”
Under the Memorandum
of Understanding-Belknap
(MOU-BELKNAP), all three

parties agreed on how GVSU
will carry out its long-term
plan for the Belknap Look
out property.
This long-term plan in
cludes the development of af
fordable housing located within
the northerly 140 feet of Block
2 of the Belknap Lookout prop
erty. GVSU will be required to
prepare a request for proposal
that will draw investors into the
neighborhood to develop this
affordable housing.
In the event that a fam
ily or individual(s) living in
the Belknap Lookout is dis
placed from their home due
to construction, the MOUBELKNAP states they can
move into an available GVSU-owned home within the
neighborhood.
“If they do this, then GVSU
will pay for moving and trans
fer their security deposit,” De
Long said. “If families wish to
move out of the neighborhood,
GVSU will reimburse reloca
tion costs up to $2,000 and re
imburse their security deposit.”
The MOU-BELKNAP also
states that GVSU will place
preference on hiring people
from the Belknap Lookout
neighborhood in construction
jobs on the new health campus.
Additionally, GVSU will seek
out residents of the neighbor
hood for positions for two years
after the facility is completed.

BETTER HEALTH: Melissa Perla helps stretch out Grant Fall in the physical therapy room in the Center for
Health Sciences building. GVSU’s new expansion will include a new health building. GVL | LUKE HOLMES

Pat Waring, community re
lations director at GVSU, said
GVSU will work alongside
Pastor Jerome Burton of Coit
Community Church to help
remedy the issue of unemploy
ment in Belknap Lookout.
“The neighborhood, espe
cially Pastor Jerome Burton,
is concerned with unemploy
ment among the neighbor
hood’s young people,” Waring
said. “He presently mentors

those looking for work. Our
plan is to work with Rev. Bur
ton on this issue, of course stay
ing within the law”
GVSU is now in the plan
ning stages of the health cam
pus construction, though a
timeline has yet to be created.
DeLong said the de
tailed agreement is a huge
success story and a model
for future collaborations
between universities, cities

and neighborhoods.
“Together we have found a
way to produce a very strong
and exciting outcome for
the neighborhood,” he said.
“That’s a credit to the neigh
borhood who has worked re
ally hard, but also a credit to
GVSU as they were innova
tive and creative in a way to
help us where we need to be.”

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Annual Leadership Summit expands to include non-GV students
networking and self-marketing are
so important in todays ultra-com
petitive market,” said Suh Joon Lee,
coordinator of the event. “Learning
some of these skills can go a long
way in making you stand out as a
potential candidate.”
The day will consist of a keynote
address, over 30 workshops for at
tendees to partake in, a leadership case
study competition sponsored by Omicron Delta Kappa and various other
leadership-related events.
Throughout the conference, stu
dents have the option to participate in
themed tracks, which are composed
of different workshop sessions and
are used as a tool to help participants
based on their interests and needs.
There have been some changes
made to the Leadership Summit

BY TAYLOR FUSSMAN
TFUSSMAN@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State Univer
sity has always worked
hard to give its own stu
dents leadership oppor
tunities, but shifting the
focus to other students is the goal of
this years annual Leadership Summit.
College students from around the
state have the opportunity to develop
their own leadership skills in mul
tidisciplinary aspects of this years’
Leadership Summit a statewide lead
ership conference that will be held
on Feb. 20 in the Kirkhof Center on
GVSU’s Allendale Campus.
The event has been going strong
for 19 years.
“Topics like personal branding,

conference this year.
In the past, the majority of pre
senters have been from GVSU. How
ever, this year’s conference will include
presenters from different institutions,
nonprofits and businesses in order to
provide a wider range of perspectives
and philosophies about leadership.
This year’s keynote speaker is Sam
Davidson, a professional speaker, pub
lished author and social entrepreneur.
Davidson has spent nearly a de
cade starting companies and help
ing people launch their ideas, as
well as speaking to college students,
nonprofit professionals, or business
audiences about leadership, entre
preneurship, service and the impact
each has on the world.
In his keynote, Davidson will intro
duce students to “social entrepreneur

KASICH
CONTINUED FROM A1

HOPEFUL: Ohio governor and Republican presidential candi
date John Kasich speaks at GVSU Feb. 15. GVL | kevin sielaff
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debates. His message appealed to many in
attendance.
“I’ve always been a John Kasich fan from
the beginning, but I didn’t think he was really
capable of getting the primary because he
was so low,” said University of Illinois student
Tim Zwartz, who came to GVSU just for the
town hall. “I think when he came in second
in New Hampshire, he’s showing the Ameri
can people and the primary voters that he
has a shot to take down (Donald) Trump,

pregnancy resource center
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LEADER: Bridget Clark Whitney, executive director of Kids' Food Basket will give
the keynote presentation at the Leadership Summit. COURTESY I johnny quirin

ship” by demonstrating how leaders
can use their talents to benefit others.
Lee said the Leadership Summit
conference will help students hone
their skills as a student leader and
learn valuable real-world applications.
“It’s a great opportunity to hear
new ideas, develop new techniques
and really maximize your ability as
a leader in the context of our GVSU

which I think would be really good for the
Republican Party and the national election.”
However, not all young voters bought
into Kasich’s ideas.
“I have mixed feelings about Kasich,”
said GVSU student John Foreman. “I
think he’s pandering too hard to the left
and to moderates. I think it’s thinking
like that that has led to a weak Republi
can Party for the past 20 years and Kasich
would just be an extenuation of that.”
While Kasich is not currently polling
well in Michigan, his presence at GVSU gave
many students their first opportunity to en
gage with a presidential campaign in person.

< WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

community,” Lee said.
Check-in for the conference starts
at noon on Feb. 20 and the programs
will run until 8 p.m. the same day.
Registration for the Leadership
Summit is open until Feb. 19.
Payment is $20 for GVSU stu
dents or $30 for non-GVSU stu
dents, unless the student is part of a
group that is sponsoring them.

“I was interested as an active person in
civil engagement,” said student senator Kris
Butler. “It’s not often that you get to hear a
presidential candidate speak, so that was an
opportunity that I wasn’t going to miss.”
For Sullivan, the large turnout was
encouraging to see, particularly head
ing into the home stretch before Michi
gan’s primaries.
“I think students at Grand Valley
care about issues going on in politics
right now,” Sullivan said. “I think they’re
showing that we’re a university that be
comes engaged not only in the class
room, but out in the public."

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters in the word to spell
something pertaining to baking.
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Won’t you
be our
neighbor?

I was scared of having a
university building next
to my house, but now I
really don't mind itl

Grand Valley State Univerlsty

My friend's son goes
to GVSU. I love how
they are expanding!

NOBL’s voices need to be heard
in health campus expansion
n Feb. 12, the
Grand
Valley
State University
Board of Trust
ees
approved
a construction plan for the
Medical Mile expansion on
the property that falls in the
Grand Rapids neighbor
hood called Belknap Look
out Drew Howards article,
“New health campus plans
approved amid controver
sy? elaborates on the deal
reached between GVSU, the
city of Grand Rapids and the
neighborhood itself.
The neighborhood asso
ciation for Belknap Lookout
had expressed concerns in
the past about the project and
while the neighborhood as
sociation and residents may
have reached an agreement
with GVSU, the seemingly
now-open lines of commu
nication should have been
there since the start.
GVSU is the party in
volved that bought it from
the neighborhood in the first
place. Taking that property
and not telling residents what
they plan to do with it does
not a good neighbor make.
If Lakers are going to
move in, demolish 100
homes and then try to out
source construction to peo
ple from other communi
ties, GVSU should be letting
our new neighbors know.
We know wed be likely to
have a few questions. Hav
ing Urge academic buildings
widkh»^ ttafljf
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res Merman area is challeng
ing, and GVSU should have
been more transparent from
the beginning of the process.
Shuttering residents out of
their homes and the process
is only going to disintegrate
the relationships that then
needed to be repaired.
One of NOBIi main con
cerns is gentrification — the
displacement of residents
and jobs by incoming popu
lations. Gentrification is an
issue that GVSU should take

seriously. For as long as the
university has been estab
lished, GVSU — in the form
of buildings, parking lots and
students — has been gentrifying any and all of the com
munities arpund it.
Whether it means to or
not, GVSU is pushing out
long-standing businesses and
houses in order to build and
expand more. The univer
sity needs to be aware of not
just what benefits Lakers, but
of our impact on the com
munities that surround us.
We need to work with these
communities and be an asset
to them, not an eyesore.
Being a good neighbor
goes far beyond communi
cation. Involving the com
munity, asking for opinions
and overall strengthening
the neighborhood is what
GVSU needs to do to ensure
good relations between all
of its community neighbors.
The Lanthorn commends
the university for its efforts to
increase NOBLs input on the
health campus project, and
encourage administrators to
continue that practice.
The GVSU community
expands far beyond the gates
of the main Allendale Cam
pus, yet we often forget to
involve people who are indi
rectly or even directly influ
enced by the university’s de
cisions. To maintain a healthy
relationship with commu
nities beyond GVSU, there
needs to be careful consider"
ation^olotj^ert an4 gjronjger.^
communication with small
businesses or neighborhoods
nearby.
Expanding the university
has many costs and benefits,
but those critical conversa
tions should include the per
spectives of those around us.
Students need more resourc
es, space and quality educa
tion, yes, but it is critical to
establish these developments
while addressing concerns
representative of all commu
nity members.

Editor-in-chief
Associate editor
News editor
Sports editor
A&E editor
Laker Life editor

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn, n. [old English]
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

Artistic expression in the age of technology

BY DANIELLE ZUK0WSKI
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

iscussion of
how technology
diminishes social
interaction skills
has persisted
since these devices were
invented. Though there have
been many scientific studies
regarding the isolation that
cellphones create, artistic
expression of this subject is
what I find most stimulating.
Every now and then, I see
something creative usually on
Facebook that truly captures
the way society has become
^attached to their handheld

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
communityi&lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial(8>lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

devices particularly.
A photographer Erik Pickersgill puts a unique twist
on this topic in his photo
series, “Removed” by actually
removing the presence of cell
phones. In this series, the
people are just staring at their
hands, which are in the shape
that you would hold a hand
held device. There are various
situations represented in
these scenes such as romantic
intimacy, barbecuing and
business ventures to show the
wide variety of social settings
impacted by use of electron
ics. When the phones aren’t
present, the subjects, frankly,
look very peculiar and quite
insane, actually. It appears
that they don’t know what
to do with themselves. They
seem anti social and lost.
This tactful editing percep
tively pushes us to take a step
back and look at ourselves. In
these pictures, phones aren’t
present, yet the people are
still ignoring the love of their
significant other or their fam
ily member. They are missing _
ss-±.
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opportunities to converse
and interact because they are
staring at their hands. Hands
that could implicate the
choices we make in how we
use cell phones. Their action is
causing the social disconnec
tion that prevents them from
fostering relationships.
A video in the form of
spoken word called, “Can
We Auto-Correct Humanity”
also embodied the depletion
of social interactions as well
as attention span reduction,
isolation, and the “pageantry
of vanity.” The video began by
saying that on average, people
spend four years of their lives
staring down at their phone.
There was no scientific back
ing of this, however, would
you be surprised by this?
Think of how much time we
spend on our cell phones each
day. It certainly adds up!
The video also urges the
idea of taking responsibility
for choosing to use technol
ogy in this way. The speaker
recognizes that they also
participate in this anti social

iaatft ..
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phenomenon as well and dis
plays one example where they
had difficulty taking the time
to formulate a genuine con
versation that wasn’t reduced
to abbreviations. Technology
is made to go faster and faster
and that has translated to the
lack of patience we have in
social interactions and other
areas of our lives.
As with this video, there
tends to be commentators on
these artistic statements who
claim epiphanies and pledge
to change their distracted,
anti social ways. People
that renounced cell phones.
However, these art forms act
as social commentaries- some
thing to consider and reflect
upon how it relates to your life.
Does it mean you should stop
using technology? No, it’s not
inherently bad. It certainly has
its benefits, but as with every
thing, it is good in moderation.
The device in and of itself does
not prevent people from hav
ing genuine relationships, its
impact on you is dependent on
the way you use it.
& = rr*
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very so often,
I will discover
something within
the realm of the
American educa
tion system that shocks me. It
could be the widespread im
plementation of an ineffective
curriculum oT the overstepping
of schools into the sphere of
parenting. Nevertheless, few
trends alarm me quite as much
as the consistently underde
veloped reading skills of the
average college student.
During my two years at
Grand Valley State Univer
sity, I have met disturbingly
few students who can read

at a normal college level. In
the classroom, for example,
the contrast between profes
sors’ and students’ reading
speed, pronunciation and
comprehension is disquiet
ing. What worries me even
more is that very few people
seem to realize that this is a
serious issue when, in reality,
it is significantly problematic
that the majority of college
students have only achieved
the reading capabilities of a
middle schooler.
I think that the heart of the
issue stems from parents who
do not monitor, promote, or
even require sufficient reading
(particularly of well-written
materials) for their kids. This
seems to be largely due to
parents assuming that schools
are—or at least should be—
the primary or sole facilitators
of their children’s educations.
On the contrary, a child’s
education needs to start and
end with their parents. In
particular, this includes instill
ing good reading habits and
making reading an on-going
and required activity.
Also, particularly in the

case of newer readers, parents
need to have their children
read out loud. For several years
when I was a little kid, my
mom and I read books aloud
together; as a result, I became
competent at reading passages
with and for other people,
something that college stu
dents are frequently required
to do in the classroom.
Schools are certainly also to
blame for the underdeveloped
reading skills of the average
college student, and for the
identical reasons: failing to fos
ter and cultivate reading skills,
particularly beyond a certain
elementary grade level. The in
herent, subconscious thinking
behind this lack of continual
instruction is that reading is a
secondary skill, a tool that you
use to develop yourself in other
areas and subjects, as opposed
to it being a study unto itself.
While reading certainly is the
cornerstone of all other studies,
it cannot be viewed merely
as a subset discipline, at least
until younger students have
achieved mastery in it.
Finally, college students
need to take responsibility

for their own reading ability.
While they cannot go back and
redo their earlier school years,
they can work to improve their
current skills now. As the say
ing goes, practice makes per
fect. The only way to improve
your reading skills is to read
more and, in particular, to read
well-written materials.
T he issue of college students
having dramatically underde
veloped reading capabilities is
a serious problem. If left unad
dressed, it will continue to lead
to the erosion of educational
standards in the U.S. school
ing system, which will in turn
diminish our nation’s ability to
be scholastically competitive
on the international stage. The
solution lies first and foremost
with parents, who need to take
responsibility for fostering
their children’s reading skills.
In addition, schools need to
teach and promote reading
much more than they cur
rently do, giving it the heft and
weight of any other subject,
and students need to take ad
vantage of available resources
to continue to improve their
reading skills themselves.
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QUESTION OF THE ISSUE
DO YOU THINK THAT GVSU HAS GOOD RELATIONSHIPS WITH GRAND RAPIDS?
ABBEY WAGNER

BREANNA GREER

’’Yeah, I would hope so. They gave us the bus
system, and I bet the school provides a lot of
business to help it grow ”

"No, not at all. In general, I feel like I don’t know
anything about Grand Rapids. We re kind of
distant from them."

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Speech language pathology
HOMETOWN: Saline. Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Business management
HOMETOWN: Eastpointe. Michigan

KEVIN BLACK

TIARA STAGG

“I feel like GV is doing a good job working
with the community and interacts with the
companies."

"I’d say so. We have another campus down
there, so I feel like we have to have a good
relationship"

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Medical engineering
HOMETOWN: Milford. Michigan

YEAR: Junior
MAJOR: Recreational therapy
HOMETOWN: Mason. Michigan
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The importance of reading comprehension
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Rookie comedian wins comedy competition
FUNNY BONE: Sophomore Jeremy Lippitt won the Last Laker Standing comedy show on Feb. 13. The annual competition, hosted by Spotlight Productions, auditioned 15 hopefuls, with 10 going on to semi-finals
and five moving on to the final round. Lippitt, a finance major, started writing comedy when he was young but never got the chance to perform until getting involved in GVSU's comedy scene. GVL I SARA carte
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NE WS@LAN THORN. COM

or Jeremy Lippitt, it’s
always just been about
making people laugh.
The Grand Valley State
University sophomore
never thought that being funny
would make him anything other
than the class clown.
To his surprise, Lippitt recently
won Last Laker Standing, an an
nual stand-up competition hosted
by Spotlight Productions, edging out
nine other student comedians. •
“I didn’t expect to win,” he said.
“It’s just nice to get time in front of
an audience and time on stage.”
Lippitt, a finance major from
Memphis, Michigan, is not a sea
soned performer. Including the
Last Laker Standing competition,

he’s only been performing for a few
months, but has been writing com
edy since he was in high school.
“The first time that I ever made an
entire classroom of people laugh, that
was it,” Lippitt said. “I wanted to be
able to do that for other people.”
Lippitt said he’s always been
funny, so he started writing bits, but
never had the chance to go out and
perform until he came to GVSU.
“(Performing) completely hap
pened by accident,” Lippitt said.
He had a class that required him
to go to different events, and one
of those events was Saturday Night
Dive, a monthly open mic hosted by
Spotlight Productions.
Soon after, Lippitt found himself
getting more involved with GVSU’s
comedy scene. He was part of a
group of people who started the
club Free Speech Standup, a com
edy group aimed at workshopping

bits and improving stage perfor
mances through writing sessions
and other events.
“The best way to go about writ
ing is to never stop writing,” he said.
“A bit is never really finished. You
write it, you perform it, you try to
record yourself to see what you did
good and what you did badly and try
to work on it until you can get it as
good as you can.”
Soon after, he took the stage at
Saturday Night Dive. Since he’s a
student, Lippitt draws a lot of his in
spiration for bits from his daily life.
“When I look for material, it’s
just something that strikes me as
funny,” he said. “If you find it funny,
somebody in the audience will also
find it funny.”
For Last Laker Standing, the con
testants couldn’t reuse material if they
moved on to finals. Lippitt said that
writing completely new material for

his seven-minute set for semi-finals
was a gamble that paid off in the end.
“It was pretty surprising to me,” he
said. “I feel like I performed well and
that my jokes landed well.”
Last Laker Standing is a two-part
competition. After auditions, 10
comedians are chose to move on to
semi-finals, the first event, and then
the top five move onto finals, with
the top three being recognized. The
judges and audience vote on their fa
vorites, determining who moves on
and, ultimately, who wins.
Abby Lyons, comedy chair for
Spotlight Productions, said that the
event had more attendees than she
expected.
“Overall, I would say there were at
least 200 people at each event,” Lyons
said. “I was excited.”
Lippitt said that he knew that he
had to just go on stage and be himself.
“There are some things that I

talk about that are a little more se
rious and some things that I talk
about that are a little more silly,”
he said. “You really have got to be
your own person. You have to have
your own voice and your own way
to come across as yourself”
He knew most of the comedians
who made it into the top 10, which
made him feel more at ease.
“Everybody that performed is very
talented,” he said “I’m happy I won
against such great competition.”
Lippitt said that though comedy
will likely remain just a hobby for
him, he’s looking forward to keeping
at it and getting better.
“With performing, you’re never
done,” he said “You always keep try
ing to refine it”
Free Speech Standup has an event
coming up on March 24 in the Kirkhof Center. For more information,
visit the group’s OrgSync page.

ACADEMICS

Human rights minor to host kick-off event
BY MEGHAN MCBRADY
MMCBRADY@LANTHORN.COM

o introduce the
new
human
rights minor at
Grand
Valley
State University,
the Brooks College of Interdis
ciplinary Studies will be host
ing a kick-off event next week.
The event, on Feb. 25
from 4:30 p.m. until 5:30
p.m. in Kirkhof Center
Room 2263, will address and
provide facts about the new
minor, which will become
an official minor for the fall
semester of this year.
Michael Goodhart, a pro
fessor in the political science
department at the University
of Pittsburgh, will be speaking
to students on the topic of “Hu
man Rights as Political Tools.”
“Establishing the minor
is important because human
rights is the new language of
social justice in the world,”
said political science profes
sor Richard Hiskes.
Hiskes teaches classes on
human rights and political

theory at GVSU and is the
former political science un
dergraduate director at the
University of Connecticut,
where he managed its human
rights minor and established
the biggest human rights ma
jor program in the world.
Hiskes emphasized that
human rights is encompassed
in areas such as philosophy,
international politics and
health care, and that the pro
gram at GVSU would then
provide students the chance
to look at human rights issues
that occur in the world today.
“If you believe in human
rights, you need to say at
some point that there are is
sues and that there is a need
to step in and rise up and say
something,” he said.
A total of 19 credits are
needed to fulfill the human
rights minor. Classes range
from an introduction to hu
man rights course, a theory and
practice of rights and a reflec
tion on human rights.
Elective courses come from
the anthropology department
with classes such as perspec

tives on globalization and
cross-cultural perspective on
gender, to the women and gen
der studies department, like
sexual orientation and the law.
Meghan Augsburger, an in
ternational relations major, said
that introducing the human
rights minor at GVSU is im
portant for international rela
tions majors and those who are
interested in non-governmen
tal organizations (NGO) activi
ties and advocacy networks.
Augsburger
studied
abroad in Rwanda and said
that her experience showed
her why it is important that
GVSU teaches the impor
tance of human rights inside
and outside of its classrooms.
“When I studied abroad
in Rwanda with Global Youth
Connect, I found my previous
experience with human rights
classes at GVSU very helpful,”
she said. “I can only imagine
how much more I would have
understood before the trip
and during the advocacy pro
cess if I had been able to add
human rights as my minor.”
Hiskes said that he is hap-

KICK-OFF: Richard Hiskes, political science professor and director of the new minor, talks about the
new program. The program will host an event introducing it to campus Feb. 25. GVL | EMILY frye

py that GVSU is embracing
the idea to learn more about
the history and the culture of
humans and that he is excited
to see what the university will
do to make the world a better
place to live in.
“The human rights minor
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redefines issues that are not
considered issues and it will
cover areas within history, poli
tics and within social move
ments,” he said. “It will address
the new language used and
redefine what it means to bet
tering the world s development.

A second kickoff event will
be March 24, from 7 p.m. until
8:30 p.m. in Niemeyer’s Multi
purpose Room.
60 TO:
www.flv*u.*du/humanrlflht!
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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WOMEN’S CENTER

OBITUARY

KCON
member

dies
Cheryl Borgman, 66, worked at
GV for nearly two decades
BY MADDIE FORSHEE
NEWS@LA N THORN. COM

TAKING ACTION : Danielle l ake speaks to an audience in the Women’s Center inside of Kirkhof on Feb. 17. The Women's Center has teamed up with
the West Michigan Environmental Action Council to highlight the commonalities between gender issues and the environment, gvl | LUKE holmes

Examining the environment
Symposium to highlight the climate’s impact on women’s health
BY SANDA VAZGEC
SVAZGEC@LANTHORN.COM

he relationship between gen
der and environment may
not be obvious to most, but
the two have an effect on
each other, and the Women’s
Center at Grand Valley State University
wants to start discussion about it.
The Womens Center is teaming up
with the West Michigan Environmental
Action Council (WMEAC) to highlight
the intersection between gender issues
and the environment for their annual
Women and Environment Symposium.
Yumiko Jakobcic, GVSU Campus
Sustainability Coordinator, said the
symposium is an opportunity for stu
dents to learn about the issues at hand
and network with community activists.
“During the past five years, WMEAC
and GVSU have been able to bring to
gether hundreds of students and com
munity members to discuss, debate and
learn about a variety of environmental
issues that impact people’s lives,” Jakobck said. “This has led to both behavior
change and action in the community.”
The event is designed to bring signifi

cant issues into an academic setting for
discussion and examination. This years’
event will be held on Feb. 24 from 2 p.m.
until 8 p.m. in the Loosemore Audito
rium on GVSU’s Pew Campus.
This year, the event will focus on wom
en in leadership roles and the effect that
environment has on women. The event
will include presentations on diversity,
the environmental impacts on women’s
health and the efforts of the environmen
tal-friendly movement in Michigan.
There will be two panels throughout the
day, showcasing different demographics and
their connection with the environment.
The first panel will cover the topic of
diverse and inclusive leadership in the
environmental movement. The discus
sion will include environmental experts,
including a Flint resident affected by the
high levels of lead in the city’s water.
The second panel will cover climate lead
ership in communities of faith. The panel
will include representatives of various reli
gious communities and take a look at each
community’s role in the environment.
In addition to the panels, there will be
-a keynote presentation by speaker Jacque
line Patterson. Patterson serves as the En
vironmental and Climate Justice Director
for the NAACP and is heavily involved

with international climate action.
Prior to the event, on Thursday, Patter
son will join the GVSU Women’s Center for
a breakfast focused on environmental and
social justice. The breakfast will be held in
the Kirkhof Center Room 2270 and is open
for all students to attend at no cost.
The symposium serves as a large-scale
meeting between leaders in the academic,
business and activism communities fo
cused on gender and the environment.
The Women’s Center aims to provide
students with hands-on learning oppor
tunities about gender justice and thinking
beyond themselves and the classroom.
“I think that students can learn that we
are a center that is inclusive and advocat
ing for gender justice,” said Ashley Schulte,
grant coordinator for the Women’s Center.
“We like to have fun while working to edu
cate students and the GVSU community.”
The symposium is an opportunity for stu
dents to be involved with the mission of the
Women’s Center while learning further about
its connection with environmental issues.
Student tickets for the symposium are
$25 and can be purchased on the WME
AC website at www.wmeac.org.
For more information on the event or gen
der justice contact the GVSU Women’s Center
at (616) 331-2748.

rand Valley State University officials
regret to inform Lakers that Cheryl
Borgman, academic department co
ordinator for the Kirkhof College of
Nursing, passed away on Feb. 14 at
the age of 66, following a battle with cancer.
Borgman, originally from New Castle,
Pennsylvania, began working at GVSU in
1997. She had worked for the university in a
number of different areas, beginning in Alum
ni Relations and moving to KCON in 2004.
Previously, Borgman attended Robert Mor
ris University before coming to GVSU.
On campus, she was involved in GVSU’s Cancer
Warriors organization, due to her own struggles,
and was involved with GVSU’s military families net
work. Her son, Justin, served in the military.
Borgman in survived by her parents, Ralph
and Nora; her son and his fiance, Sarah; her
sister, Marcia; and her grandson, Ayden.
Her funeral services are set for 10 a.m. on Feb. 18.
Online condolences can be offered at
www.cunninghamfh.com. Memorial contri
butions can be sent to the Jameson Hospice
of Lawrence County, located at 1211 Wilm
ington Ave., New Castle, PA, 16105.

REMEMBERING: Cheryl Borgman, academic depart
ment coordinator for the KCON. COURTESY I GVNOW
—----------------- —
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HERSTORY EVENT TO FEATURE
DR. MELBA VELEZ ORTIZ
Sponsored by the Grand Valley State University
Women’s Commission, "HerStory" is a series offering
students the chance to engage with the experiences of
women in leadership positions.
Located in the Pere Marquette Room of the Kirkhof
Center, the event is on March 1 at noon. The experience
will feature the views of Melba Velez Ortiz, assistant
professor of communications at GVSU. The title of her
upcoming talk is "Life as a peep show.”
In 2015, the Women’s Commission featured the 50th
installment of the series.
Contact the commission at wcommission@gvsu.edu
for more details or for special accommodations.

BENEFIT CONCERT IN FLINT SPONSORED
BY THE VOICES OF GV
The Voices of Grand Valley State University will spon
sor a concert in Flint, Michigan to uplift the spirits of
residents affected by the water crisis. Donations will be
collected to be distributed in the community.
On Feb. 27, “Living Water” will begin at 6 p.m. at Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist Church. The church is located at
2109 Martin Luther King Ave. in Flint.
The concert is free to attend, but donations will be
accepted.
Lakers can drop off donations of water, hand sanitizer,
wet wipes and other supplies to the Women’s Center in
the Kirkhof Center. The supplies will go directly to the
church for distribution.
For more information, contact Cassonya Carter at
carterc@gvsu.edu.

GV CAREER FAIR TO FEATURE OVER
200 EMPLOYERS
Hosted by Grand Valley State University, the career
fair is the place for students to search for jobs, intern
ships and other clinical opportunities. Students can
network with over 200 employers.
Thousands of immediate openings will be available,
for those interested in interviewing for positions. All
majors are encouraged to attend.
The event will be held on Feb. 25 in the DeVos Place
in Grand Rapids. The fair will begin at 12:30 p.m.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/events/
career-exploration.

NEW MUSIC ENSEMBLE STUDENT
COMPOSITION COMPETITION
On Feb. 25, the annual New Music Ensemble student
composition competition will take place at the Grand
Valley State University Performing Arts Center.
The event will begin at 7:30 p.m., where GVSU stu
dent composers create 60-second pieces in response to
the Art Gallery show titled “Great Lakes: Image & Word.”
The audience favorite will win a prize, while judges
choose three additional winners for cash prizes.
' ‘The competition is free to attend, and Wifi be open
to the public for entry. For more information, call (616)
331-3484.

GREEK ORGANIZATION TO HOST DINNER
The greek sorority Alpha Omicron Pi at GVSU will be
hosting a spaghetti dinner.
Students can support their local philanthropy on
March 1, from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Each ticket provides end
less salad, bread and spaghetti.
The mission is to support the local Grand Rapids
i Indian Trails Camp. The group has been providing camp
ing experiences to individuals with disabilities since 1953.
;
Tickets are $4 when bought from a sister, or $5 at
the door. Students can go to the AON House, which is
located at 5050 Pierce Street, Building F.
For questions, contact Claire Efting at claireefting@
gmail.com.

I THE WOMEN’S CENTER PRESENTS THE STORY| TELLER SERIES: DR. RANDA ELBIH.
•
Coming to Grand Valley State University, the story! teller series is a variety of workshops inspired by the
community read, “Citizen” by Claudia Rankine.
!
These workshops provide participants with the op; portunity to explore themes of racism, social justice and
; intersectionality.
On Feb. 25, "Picture Your Power” with Randa Elbih
• will help students tell their stories through the power of
• poetry, painting, song writing and hip hop.
•
This event is open to students of all experience levels.
! However, registration is required to participate as space
! will be limited.
;
From 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., students can find the event at
; the Kirkhof Center located in Room 2270. To register, go
to www.goo.gl/forms/WI4mnlfeov.

A7

LEADERSHIP

Mentorship program offered
for Native American students
BY KATE BRANUM
KBRANUM@LANTHORN.COM

t some point in
life,
everybody
needs a mentor.
At Grand Val
ley State Univer
sity, several organizations and
groups around campus offer
the chance to learn more and
educate others on culture.
The Native American
Advisory Board is holding a
meeting to notify students on
campus about a new mentor
ship program for young Na
tive American students in the
Grand Rapids area.
The meeting will be held
on Feb. 18 at 6 p.m. in the
Thornapple Room of the
Kirkhof Center.
For the past 10 years,
GVSU has been involved
with the Pals Student Men
tors program. Pals volunteers
are college students at GVSU
recruited from a variety of
majors including: Social work,
education and criminal justice.
Recently, the advisory board
looked to incorporate a new
program within the organiza
tion geared specifically toward
Native American students.
According to Zoey Rose,
president of Pals Student
Mentors, for the program to
be as individualized as pos
sible, all things are considered
when pairing mentors with
youth. She said they ensure
the mentors and mentees
have a strong bond.
“Instead of just schoolbased mentoring programs

focusing on academic success,
we focus on building relation
ships as a whole,” said Jes
sica MacVane, graduate adviser
working with NASA. “We find
that if we build those relation
ships, the kids are going to do
better in school, and they’ll do
better socially and emotionally
in all different areas.”
To be a mentor, there is
a background check and
screening process, followed
up with an interview to as
sure students are aware of the
commitment. After all accept
ed mentors complete a train
ing process, they are carefully
matched with a mentee based
on common interests.
Mentors are required to
spend at least four hours of
face-to-face time with their
mentee per month, though
many volunteers go above the
requirement. Volunteers col
lect hours by attending com
munity events, going to the
park, playing sports and cre
ating crafts projects.
The Native American
Mentoring program will be
modeled similar to Pals, fo
cusing mostly on commu
nity-based,
extracurricular
activities outside of school,
including tutoring.
“Ideally, they are looking
to match Native American
students at Grand Valley with
Native American students in
grades K-12 and 5 to 16 yearsold age groups,” said Kate Beh
rens, a graduate assistant with
NASA. “That’s kind of the reSEE MENTORS | A8

CULTURE: The 17th annual GVSU Three Fires Pow Wow featured
traditional Native American culture in 2015. GVL I audra gamble

STUDENT ORGS

Pride in poetry

Student club brings inclusive spoken word to GV
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LAKERL IFE@LA N THORN. COM

he artist speaks
as each word
projects
emo
tion, captivating
every listener. Si
lence spreads across the room
when the microphone drops.
The artist leaves with a newly
found energy while cheers
erupt from the crowd.
Spoken word performanc
es are a therapeutic method
to communicate opinions
and feelings. In marginalized
communities, this self-disclo
sure is way of creating com
munity and conversation
within inclusive spaces.
For Grand Valley State Uni
versity students Ashlyn Row
ell and Erica Ruffner, creative
writing was a vital role in their
identity expression. After they
hosted several informal poetry
events on-campus, students in
volved requested more chances
SEE POETRY | A8

OPEN READING: On Feb. 16, the In the Margins poetry club held a meeting for students to engage in
spoken word activities. The club was established during the current semester, gvl I kasey garvelink
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GV club to celebrate
faith within feminism
BY RACHEL HUCK
RHUCmLANTHORN.COM

omen today are held to
many standards based
on media and societal
norms. However, one
Grand Valley State Uni
versity group speaks for a new-found
inner beauty through faith.
On Feb. 27, GVSU’s Raw Beauty
Initiative brings “the New Femi
nist.” The group hopes to provide
women with a place to “seek, find
and create beauty.”
The Raw Beauty Initiative was
founded by the University Chris
tian Outreach (UCO). Elizabeth
Wesley serves as the current student
leader of the UCO.
“So often, women feel pressur
ized to look a certain way and to
act a certain way in order to appear
beautiful in the eyes of the world,”
Wesley said. “The Raw Beauty Ini
tiative was created with the purpose
of helping women realize that beau
ty is not based on external factors,
but on internal ones.”
The discussion will focus on the
three traits of love, quietness and
strength, including what these look
like in Christian women. In addi
tion, Wesley will speak on her own
identity as a woman of Christ.
“The main message of the New
Feminist event is that true feminism
is found in Christ,” Wesley said. “A
new feminist is someone who finds
her identity as a woman of Christ;
someone who exhibits the traits of
love, quietness and strength, not
through her own merits, but through
the merits of Christ.”
The Raw Beauty Initiatives events
always begin with food, drinks and an
opportunity for attendees to mingle
and get to know one another.
“We want to become vulnerable
to who we are and to how we see our
own individual and unique beauty,”
said Clare Holmes, member of the

TAKING INITIATIVE: On Oct. 17, 2015, the Raw Beauty Initiative enjoyed breakfast in the Pere Marquette Room during a meeting. The group is a Christian-based group
at GVSU, which was founded by the University Christian Outreach. On Feb. 27, the women will host a discussion titled “The New Feminist.” GVL I LUKE holmes

UCO staff. “We want to seek these
truths through the one who created
us, from the God who loves us, his
daughters and his women.”
Angelique Nowak, guest speaker
for the event, said women choose not
to waste their time, energy and emo
tion on “trying to be men.” Instead, she
said they work to become empowered
on their true creation as a woman.
“I’m hoping the women, after
hearing this talk, will know that they
have nothing to prove to the world,”
Nowak said. “They can live in the

MENTORS
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cent thing that were develop
ing, but that part hasn’t official
ly been developed yet.”
Official recruitment for the
Native American Mentoring
program will begin this sum
mer, and the program itself is
expected to start up during the
consecutive fall semester.
This is the flagship year for
the program, so many details
have not been completely
worked out. However, the first
meeting will focus on gauging
how many Native American
students on campus are inter
ested in mentoring.
The Pals Student Mentors
organization leaders will also
attend the meeting to answer
any questions. Free food and
drinks will be offered.
For more information, visit
www.bitly/1 SwXcrl.

to speak out.
As a result, Ruffner and
Rowell co-facilitated with the
GVSU Milton E. Ford LGBT
Resource Center, to create the
In the Margins Poetry club.
Marla Wick, assistant director
of the LGBT Resource Center,
acts as an adviser to the club.
“I began throwing poetry
nights in my apartment, as
a sort of informal student
reading series,” Rowell said.
“I wanted people to connect
through their writings, and
once-a-month poetry night
offered this. However, this
wasn’t enough.”
The LGBT Resource Cen
ter hosts one “Queer the Air”
spoken word event every
semester. Rowell, a sopho
more at GVSU, said the event
inspired the club while stu
dents enjoyed the creative
inclusive environment.

true freedom of knowing that men
are not our enemies. Other women
are not our enemies. We are in com
petition with no one but ourselves.
“We only have to conquer our own
fears in dealing with the greatness that
we have been called into.”
The Raw Beauty Initiative will
host another discussion this semester
on March 19 and April 16. The group
meets one Saturday every month, and
welcomes new members.
“We want women to discover
and understand their own per

“In The Margins focuses
primarily on validation to
create a nurturing writ
ing environment,” she said.
“Our priority is creating a
safe space for writers to share
their work in a supportive,
constructive environment.”
Marginalized
identities
often face heteronormative and binary situations
on campus at GVSU, Rowell
said. Some students find it
difficult to express identity
without discrimination, such
as assumptions about gender,
race or sexual orientation.
“I’ve found in classes, and
in other clubs on campus
that heteronormativity often
gets in the way of expression,”
Rowell said. “From personal
experience, I’ll write a love
poem about a girl, and ev
eryone assumes it’s about my
mother or a friend because
they assume I’m straight.”
Erica Ruffner, sophomore
at GVSU and co-facilitator of
the club, said her hope is the

sonal beauties and to gain confi
dence in them from one another,
instead of holding each other to
the world’s standards,” Holmes
said. “We want to transform the
viewpoint of women from com
parison to appreciation For our
diversity and individuality.”
To wrap up the school year, the
Raw Beauty Initiative has a backpack
ing trip in the works for May.
“It is important that students
are involved in events like these,
because it creates an atmosphere

club will benefit other students
going through similar strug
gles with self-identification.
“I personally value this club
because I came out in a spoken
word piece at ‘Queer the Air’
last year,” Ruffner said.
Sharing creative writing,
she said, can be beneficial to
finding validation and em
bracing emotions from per
sonal experiences. She said
students share anything from
poems, to haikus and even
powerful free-verse pieces.
“I found validation and
support from the com
munity following my per
formance,” Ruffner said.
“Having a group of people
embrace the deeply personal
emotions and experiences I
shared helped me accept my
self, and feel confident in my
identity as a queer woman.”
No writing experience is
required, but Rowell said stu
dents should bring an open
mind to the meetings.
“The privacy of mem

of truth and of love,” Wesley said.
“I believe that the women of Grand
Valley who truly take this message
to heart will have a positive impact
on those around them, whether it
be classmates, professors, cowork
ers or roommates.
“As a result, more people will
hear this message and be uplifted
and encouraged by it.”
The Raw Beauty Initiative’s New
Feminist event will take place at 9:30
a.m. in the Kirkhof Center’s Thomapple Room and is free to attend.

bers’ experiences and writ
ings is incredibly important
to us,” she said. “We have a
no-outing policy, which dic
tates that what is said in the
club must stay in the club,
unless that person explicitly
says it can be shared.”
While the club is just start
ing out, they hope to grow in
membership in the fall.

“This club is a space where
there are no assumptions,”
Rowell said. “Every meeting
we have at least one creative
writing activity, which often
includes magnet poetry”
The club meets weekly on
Tuesday at 8 p.m in the LGBT
Resource Center in the Kirk
hof Center. Anyone can join at
any time during the semester.
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SHOOTING CLUB MAKES
TWO TOP FIVE FINISHES
The Grand Valley State
shooting club had a strong show
ing at the 2016 National Rifle
Association Intercollegiate Rifle
Sectional Match on Feb. 13 at
the Jackson County Sportsman’s
Club. Qualifiers at the match
received an automatic invite to
the Intercollegiate Rifle Club
Championships.
As a team, the Lakers placed
fourth in the smallbore rifle dis
cipline with a score of 1,773 (out
of 2,400).
In the air rifle discipline, the
Lakers placed third with a score
of 1,945.
Two Lakers, Alex Cyburt and
Gregory Quante, qualified for
the championships with their
performances. Cyburt, a junior
in his first season with the team,
qualified in the smallbore rifle
with a score of 485 (out of 600).
The score placed him at 26th
overall.
Quante qualified in both the
smallbore rifle and the air rifle.
His score of 501 in the smallbore
and 537 in the air rifle were good
for 22nd and 12th place, respec
tively.
Next up, the Lakers will look
to continue their success at the
Western Intercollegiate Rifle
Championship Match at Purdue
University on Feb. 27.

POMPON CLUB TO HOST
TRYOUTS
Grand Valley State’s pom
pon club will be hosting spring
tryouts on April 15-16 in the south
gym at the GVSU rec center in
anticipation of the 2016-2017
season.
A $15 tryout fee is due on
the first day, and participants
will take part in an informational
meeting, routine instruction and
an interview.
On day two, judged tryouts
will take place. At the conclu
sion of the tryouts, the team
for the 2016-17 season will be
announced.
Those who have questions
or would like an application
can email GVSU coach Jennifer
Wizner at jenniferwizner@gmail.
com.

FORMER LAKER MAKES
DONATION TO FLINT
Grand Valley State alumnus
and current Dallas Cowboys cornerback Brandon Carr donated
$100,000 to form the Carr Cares
Fund to aid the Flint, Michigan
water crisis that has received
national attention.
In addition, Carr donated
$10,000 more to the Safe Water
Safe Homes Fund to help replace
pipes and plumbing. Flint is
Carr’s hometown.
Carr was a 2015 Walter Payton
Man of the Year Award nominee
this past season, an award that
nominates one player from each
team for their off-the-field con
tributions to their communities.
Donations can be made at
www.cfgf.org.

ON THE BOARD: Senior outfielder Jason Ribecky taps helmets with infielder Josh Smith (8) during an 11-7 Grand Valley State win over Aquinas at Cornerstone Univer
sity on March 16, 2015. Despite losing a number of talented upperclassmen from last year’s squad, the Lakers are confident heading into 2016. gvl | kevin sielaff

Speed, control highlight outlook for 2016 Laker baseball season
BY A.A. KNORR
SPOR TS@LAN THORN. COM

ollowing the end of the
2015 season, the Grand
Valley State baseball
team lost a number of
key players, power and
talent. The Lakers, quite simply,
shed some weight.
Though most of that weight was
muscle, GVSU is undeniably lighter
around the core than in seasons past.
The slimming down leaves room for
new players to shine in new roles,
and, of course, leaves the Lakers as
a speedier team heading into 2016.
“We lost a lot of big bats, but
one thing that we gained is we
have a lot of team speed,” said out
fielder Jason Ribecky. “Teams are
going to have to make note of our
speed on the base paths.”
Of GVSUs top four hitters by
batting average last season, three
- Kevin Zak, Jamie Potts and Mike

Nadratowski - have graduated. The
fourth, catcher Connor Glick, is
back for his sophomore season after
a surprisingly strong freshman cam
paign in which he hit .368 while ap
pearing in 32 of GVSUs 52 games.
“(Glick) walked on as a freshman
and by two or three weeks into our
season last year he emerged as our
No. 1 catcher,” said GVSU head coach
Jamie Detillion. “He’s a hard-working
kid, he deserves to be where he’s at
right now and he’s had a good offsea
son and he’s gotten bigger, stronger,
and fine-tuned his skills so he’s in
good shape to be a leader for us.”
In addition to being a middle-ofthe-lineup hitter, Glick will handle
GVSUs pitching staff throughout the
season. The Lakers lost a few strong
throwing options after last season,
most notably Patrick Kelly (7-2, 3.64
ERA), but will return Zach Ander
son (5-3, 4.31 ERA) and Tim Tarter
(3-4,3.92 ERA), both of whom figure
to fit into GVSUs 2016 rotation.

Anderson and Tarter are both
slated to start games in GVSUs
first series of the season, as will El
gin Community College (Illinois)
transfer Troy Dykhuis. Junior Kyle
Lawson and senior Josh Griffith will
also see time as pitchers for the Lak
ers, along with closer Matt Williams
- the leading receiver on the GVSU
football team in 2015.
While GVSUs pitching may not
be overpowering, its control and
composure are expected to be hall
marks of the 2016 staff.
“We had pretty good arm talent
last year, but were kind of erratic at
times,” Griffith said. “But were doing
a really good job of hitting our spots
and that’s going lead to more outs.”
In replacing the host of graduated
seniors, the Lakers accepted a num
ber of transfers for the 2016 season.
Outfielder Keith Browning, a ju
nior transfer from Kansas State, is
expected to help anchor a speedy
outfield. Ribecky, who slashed

.292/.375/.4S7 last season, will slate
in as a starting outfielder and cleanup
hitter this season. Junior Alex Young, a
Sinclar Community College (Dayton,
Ohio) transfer, is another quick-mov
ing outfielder who the Lakers expect
to plug in at center field this season.
Williams, a big bat and electric
closer, will slot in as a DH and oc
casional position player. He hit
.330/.350/.474 last season in limited
time, and will take on a bigger role in
the GVSU lineup this year.
When not on the bump, Griffith
will man first base. Johnny Nate, a for
mer Michigan State player, will have a
shot at shortstop to start the season,
while sophomore Josh Smith may be
his double-play partner at second base.
Anthony Villar, a former Grand
Rapids Community College player, is
expected to round out the infield on
opening day as a third baseman.

SEE BASEBALL | All

SOFTBALL

Back for more

IN THE CIRCLE: Senior pitcher Sara Andrasik prepares to throw a pitch during Grand Valley State’s 10-4 loss in game one of a doubleheader against Saginaw Valley
State on April 15. 2015 in Allendale. GVSU was picked to finish fourth in the GLIAC North, despite returning a large portion of last year’s team. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

VARSITY SCHEDULE
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GV softball returns seven starters for 2016

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday 8 p.m. vs Saginaw
Valley State
Saturday 3 p.m. at Hillsdale
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Thursday 6 p.m. vs Saginaw
Valley State
Saturday 1 p.m. at Hillsdale
TRACK AND FIELD
Friday 3 p.m. vs GVSU Tune-Up
BASEBALL
Friday - Sunday at Southern
Indiana (Evansville, Indiana)
LACROSSE
Thursday 7 p.m. at No. 5 Florida
Southern (Lakeland, Florida)

BY ALEX EISEN
A EISEN@LAN THORN.COM

new campaign awaits, but
many familiar faces re
main on the Grand Val
ley State softball roster.
The Lakers aim
to capture their first GLIAC title
since 2013 with an expected 2016
lineup card that pencils in seven of
GVSUs eight starters from a sea
son ago and a potent pitching staff.
In her second season patrolling
the dugout, head coach Dana Callihan is hopeful the growing pains
from last year’s inexperienced
squad are now behind it.
“Things are going to be a lot eas
ier,” Callihan said. “They know what
I’m talking about and what I expect
ed from them. So, hopefully we will
pick up from where we left off last
year and keep it going.”
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OUR APP......
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GVSUs 2015 team, which fea
tured more freshmen (seven) than
upperclassmen (five), finished fourth
in the GLIAC with a respectable 3217 record and reached the NCAA
Division II tournament for the fifth
consecutive time in program history.
The youthful Inkers, however,
were bounced early in the Midwest
Regionals after losing to No. 17 South
ern Indiana (4-2) and 2015 GLIAC
champions Wayne State (2-0).
Even though nearly everyone
is returning, the GLIAC preseason
coaches’ poll has GVSU slotted for
another fourth-place finish in the
conference. Callihan wants im
provement, not complacency.
“Our goal is always to win confer
ence,” she said. “If we do well in our
conference, then that is going to boost
us into postseason play. We think
we can be competitive, but there are
some good teams in our league.”

WSU, Saginaw Valley State and
Ashland should be GVSUs big
gest competitors, as all were ranked
above GVSU in the preseason poll.
The Lakers will turn to their tal
ented arms on the mound, reliable
defense and team depth to hope
fully slow down their rivals. The of
fense will have to keep pace.
“I think our pitching staff is go
ing to be key for us, we go four deep,”
Callihan said. “The other (important)
thing is going to be how we hit. If we
can maintain the run support that we
need for our pitchers then I think we
are going to be in very good shape.”
Sara Andrasik is the lone senior on
the pitching staff, and is coming off
an 11-7 record with a 2.55 ERA and
93 strikeouts in 129 innings of work.
She currently ranks eighth all-time in
GVSU history with 336 strikeouts and
is tied for ninth place with 13 shutouts.
Having capable arms behind An

drasik is crucial with the abundance of
doubleheaders in college softball.
“We have a very strong pitching
staff this year,” Andrasik said. “We
have one pitcher in every grade.
Last year, Courtney (Reinhold) and
I got a lot of time - Ellie (Balbach)
came in a lot too. So, the three of
us have experience and Allison (Lipovsky) - our freshman - is show
ing a lot of great signs as well.”
Reinhold, a sophomore, was an
All-GLLAC Honorable Mention selec
tion last season, sporting a 13-8 overall
record with a 1.97 ERA. Balbach, a ju
nior, earned a spot on the All-GLLAC
First Team as a designated player, yet
still went 8-2 with a 2.04 ERA in the
circle.
Newcomer Lipovsky, from Har
rison, Michigan, was a two-time AllState pitcher at Harrison High School.
SEE SOFTBALL | All
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Tournament time

Lakers to take on Davenport in CCWHA playoffs first round
BY JOSH PEICK
JPEICK@LANTHORN.COM

fter a national
semifinal appear
ance in 2015, the
Grand
Valley
State
womens
hockey club is looking to make
another deep playoff run. The
Lakers (17-7) will face off
against Davenport University
in the first round of the Cen
tral Collegiate Womens Hock
ey Association playoffs.
GVSU and Davenport
faced off in a two-game series
earlier in the month which
resulted in a split. The Lak
ers took the first game 3-0
and lost the next game 3-2.
In the first game, GVSU was
successful by putting pucks
on net and creating rebound
ing opportunities. The second
game was much different.
“(In the second game) we
struggled getting our offen
sive flow going,” said GVSU
head coach Sean McKernan.
“We generated a lot of shots

but we didn’t have a lot of traf
fic (in front of the net).”
Much like the series
against Davenport, in the
second semester, the Lakers
struggled to play at a high
level on a consistent basis.
“This second half we had an
up-and-down semester,” McKernan said. “We played really
well one game and then (next
game) took our foot off the gas
and try to let our skill take over.”
The Lakers will go back to
what was working in the first
matchup with Davenport,
which was getting pucks to
the goaltender and crashing
the net after the initial shot.
“We really need to just
make sure were putting (the
puck) on net with a purpose,”
said freshman Tea Greca.
“With a goalie like that, you
have to focus more on the
placement of your shot.”
The winner of the first
round game will play second
seed Adrian College in the
second round, with a shot at
the CCWHA title on the line.

Winning the title earns a team
an automatic bid into the
American Collegiate Hockey
Association national tourna
ment. After the three regional
tournament winners receive
automatic bids, the final five
spots are voted in based on
the national rankings.
GVSU currently sits fourth
in the nation. Its a comfortable
spot, but an early loss in the
CCWHA playoffs may jeop
ardize a chance in the national
tournament. McKernan is
confident that this years team
is primed for a deep playoff
run similar to last year. In
fact, he thinks this team has a
chance to go farther.
“This years team has a little
more skill and depth through
out the entire roster. It is just
the matter of coming prepared
mentally and executing on the
ice,” McKernan said.
Depth is certainly a strength
for the Lakers this season. From
top to bottom, the Lakers have
seen production from both up
perclassmen and freshmen.

THE POINT: Sophomore defenseman Bree Tasker fires a shot during a game for the Grand Valley State
women's hockey club earlier this season. GVSU is 17-7 on the season. COURTESY | sandy tenwalde .

Greca leads the team in
points and goals with 27 and
15, respectively. Her breakout
campaign is one reason the
Lakers have been so successful.
“I feel like I’ve always had
this potential but I haven’t
had the coaching or the team
mates to put it all together un
til this year,” Greca said.
Taylor Lampar, another
freshman, has the third-most
goals on the team with 11, to go
along with five assists. This pro
duction from the young players
and the experience of the up
perclassmen give the Lakers a

real shot at a deep playoff run.
“We have a very strong
team this year and were more
than ready for another deep
playoff run,” said captain AJexa
Tenwalde. “We’ve already seen
these opponents were facing in
the playoffs, so we know specif
ically what we need to work on
this week in practice to prepare
ourselves for these matchups.”
The most important thing
for GVSU will be to take it
slowly. With all of the talent,
it can be easy for the Lak
ers to look ahead to the next
matchup. Focusing on the

current task at hand will be
crucial for the team’s success.
“The cliche is taking it a
game at a time, but I like to
break it down into a period at
a time, if not a shift at a time,”
McKernan said. “The biggest
factor is our mentality goin£
into games. Anybody can beat
anyone on any given day. Ajs
long as we outwork them anfl
we manage the puck well, thje
odds should be in our favor.” J
The Lakers’ hopeful play
off run begins against Dav
enport University in Flint,
Michigan on Feb. 19.

TRACK AND FIELD

Honey and flying
BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JARVIDSON@LANTHORN.COM

spoonful of honey
r^
and a backward
A W hat may just be
the secret behind
Grand
Valley
State junior Samora Nesbitts
success in the triple jump.
Eating the sweet, golden
spread before a jump has been
a tradition since his high school
days. The hat has been a more
recent addition to the pre-jump
ritual, but given Nesbitts recent
success, fie wont be straying
too far from this routine.
His 14.82-meter leap at the
GVSU Big Meet on Feb. 12
was the farthest in school in
door track and field history.
“He told me that he broke
Tendo’s school record and I
went crazy,” Nesbitts team
mate and best friend Brandon
Bean said. “It was actually
kind of bad, looking back, be
cause I tackled him hard onto
the pole vault runway just
screaming and shouting. The
whole building was looking,
but when he told me he had
the record I felt like we had
just hit it big in the lottery. I
think the tackle actually hurt
him, too. I was that excited.”
Nesbitts record jump
broke
Tendo
Lukwago’s
3-year-old record of 14.79
meters. To Nesbitt, Lukwago
is more than just a name in
the record books. The two
were on the GVSU team for
a year together and Lukwago
was a big part of Nesbitt’s de
velopment as a freshman.
“He really helped me learn
a lot about the triple jump in
the year we were on this team
together,” Nesbitt said. “When

you get a new coach, it’s hard
to learn what they mean when
they say something. He really
helped me learn what coach
Steve (Jones) was saying when
ever hed tell me something.
When coach Steve would tell
me to do something, I’d go over
Tendo and say, ‘Hey, coach
Steve said this,’ and Tendo
would tell me what that actually
meant in terms of the jump.”
To some, breaking a school
record might be near the culmi
nation of athletic achievement,
but for Nesbitt it only further
ignites the internal motivation
he has to make it to nationals
and help the GVSU men’s track
and field team claim its first na
tional championship.
“I want to help the team
win as much as I can,” he
said. “Individually, anything
that I want is for the better
ment of the team. If I score
points, it helps the team win
at the end of the day, and
then obviously I get to see the
improvement that I want.”
He knows that to achieve
the goal of making it to nation
als, he at least needed to break
the triple jump record, because
anything less wasn’t going to
be enough to earn a trip.
“Going into this year I knew
I’d have to break the record
in order to go,” he said. “But I
wasn’t thinking about break
ing the record I was thinking
about going to nationals and
being able to help the team.”
Though his jump was the
farthest in GVSU history, Nes
bitt still isn’t guaranteed a spot
at nationals. If he does man
age to make it, Jones, GVSU’s
jumps coach, knows Nesbitt
will exceed expectations.
“He will help our team win

because he is a proven leader,”
he said. “He’s vocal, support
ive and buys into the team ele
ment. Additionally, with how
he is improving this year, if
given the opportunity to com
pete at the national champi
onship, I would be shocked if
he did not walk away with an
All-American trophy.”
Nesbitt may be just as im
portant as a teammate as he
is as a scorer for the GVSU
team as it drives toward a
championship.
“He has taken the time to be
invested in all of his teammates’
lives,” Bean said “He knows
their name, their events, their
personal bests, everything.
And we have a huge team. Just
watch him at track meets.
“Out of everyone in the
entire building, you can eas
ily pick his voice out because
he’s always cheering for his
teammates the loudest. Even
when he’s jumping himself,
he still screams at the top of
his lungs to cheer on a team
mate. The guy is so loved it’s
crazy. He’s close with every
event group. He really is the
ultimate teammate.”
Nesbitt didn’t come to
GVSU as a star triple jumper.
He had to learn from people
like Lukwago and Jones before
he would be ready to shine.
Nesbitt is, however, from
Illinois, a state that offers the
triple jump in high school
track and field. Other states,
such as Michigan and Ohio,
don’t offer that luxury, so Nes
bitt already had a head start
on most Midwest opponents
as soon as he arrived at GVSU.
“It is nice to have some
one who has the technical
components already in place

Nesbitt breaks GV triple jump :
record, looks for more success

when they come to GVSU,”
Jones said. “I believe Samora
has a higher upside because
we did not need to spend two
years teaching him how to
do the event. It is a very large
advantage in our conference
because neither Michigan
nor Ohio schools have triple
jump outdoors, so getting
someone to come in who
knows the event is helpful.”
Even with his experience,
he didn’t jump as well as he had
hoped as a freshman!
“My freshman year I was
really tense when I was jump
ing,” he said. “That did not
help me. So, I just learned to
relax and have fun.”
There was one teammate
in particular who helped
teach Nesbitt to enjoy himself
while competing: Bean.
“He taught me how to have
ftm with jumping,” Nesbitt
said. “He loves jumping and he
taught me how to enjoy it.
“I love being on the same
team with him. He went to
nationals last year and that’s
the place that I want to get to.
It’s inspiring to me because
I’ve seen how he’s improved.
We’re in the same year, so
I’m not going to let this guy
do better than I’m doing in
terms of my event and his
event, even though we do dif
ferent events.”
The relationship is far from
one-sided. Nesbitt and Bean
push each other to be great as
both friends and teammates.
“We are both so outra
geously competitive that we
have no choice but to push
each other,” Bean said. “I know
I always make Samora my lift
ing partner because he will al
ways hold me accountable. We

push each other to put an extra
20 pounds on and finish one
more rep when you wouldn’t
think you had it in you.
“We motivate each other so
much it’s nearly impossible for
either of us to have an off day.
However, he never can beat
me at any Smash Bros. game.
There’s no competition there.”
Nesbitt’s newfound enjoy
ment for the triple jump has
fueled his rise in skill level, but
there are other factors as well.
His dedication to the small de
tails of each individual jump
should not be understated.
“Samoras
understanding

of the triple jump comes from
his research of the event,” Jones
said. “He is a true student of the
sport. He is constantly watch
ing videos of himself and other
high-level competitors.”
Nesbitt’s goal is to reach
a jump of 52 feet, which
would be equivalent to 15.85
meters. This would mean his
recent record-breaking per
formance was only a teaser
of what is to come.
“There is more in him,”
Jones said. “I fully believe in
two weeks at the conference
meet he will jump around
15.05 meters.”

BACKWARD BILL: Junior Samora Nesbitt practices his jumps during
a Grand Valley State practice on Feb. 17. GVL | kasey garvelink
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AERATE
ALL PURPOSE FLOUR
ALTITUDE
APRON
BAKING PONDER
BAKING SODA
BATCH
BATTER
BEAT
BOULE
BREAD
BROHNIE
BUTTER
CARHELIZATION
CHILL
CHOCOLATE
CHOP
COARSE
COAT
COOKIES
COOL
CORN SYRUP
DIVIDE
DOUBLE
DOZEN
DRIZZLE
EGGS
ELASTICITY
FOLD
GREASE
KNEAD
LEAVENING
MERINGUE
RISING
SHEET
SUGAR
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“We have a fairly bal
anced lineup,” Detillion
; said. “One of the better
; teams with speed we’ve
had, so we do run a little bit
and we got a few guys that
are going to swing for some
power, but we keep putting
the focus on putting good
swings on pitches.
“If we hit for power,
so be it, but we just want
to focus on the process of
putting good swings on
pitches, and hopefully the
results turn out to be a
little bit of power.”
GVSUs depth is ex
pected to be a strength
. this season, and the line
up could see shakeups
(throughout the year.
“What we had in the
I

past was some stability.
We had some guys that
were here for four years,
that provided some stabil
ity,” Detillion said. “With
losing as much as we did
this past offseason, (the
new players have) just got
to prove themselves in a
game situation.
“Not an ounce of doubt,
it’s more about excitement
on seeing what they can do
on the game field.”
In a scheduling twist,
the Lakers will play the
majority of their games
as nine-inning tilts, as op
posed to seven-inning
doubleheaders, which will
be limited to GLIAC play
this season. Postseason
play is solely nine-inning
games, and the wealth of
regular season experience
in those games will serve

SPORTS I All
GVSU going forward.
The Lakers are defend
ing GLIAC North cham
pions, and were picked to
finish first in the division
in the GLIAC preseason
coaches’ poll, securing 10
of 12 first-place votes.
“That’s the expectation
you have when you’re
coming into this program
is to win conference and
go to the postseason,”
Griffith said. “We’re pret
ty talented, but I think the
best thing about this team
is that we’re competitive
in all facets — we’re going
to go out and have a bluecollar mentality.”
GVSU will open its sea
son with a three-game road
series, weather permitting,
at Southern Indiana from
Feb. 19-21, but won’t play
at home until April 6.

SOFTBALL
CONTINUED FROM A9

Moving to the infield, senior McKenze Supernaw jumps across the diamond from third
to first base as Heather Sperlazzo, who started
every game at first base last year as a true fresh
man, will be sidelined the entire season due to
injury. GVSU would have returned its entire
starting lineup had she remained healthy.
Supemaw was named to the All-Midwest Region
Second Team during last year’s postseason, but her
agreement to switch positions speaks volumes on par
with the loud ping of the ball coming off her bat
“Personal goals? Make sure I’m there for ev
erybody,” Supemaw said. “If somebody needs
help with anything, I’m there. For my personal
goal, that’s pretty much it - step up as a leader.”
Over at second base, junior Jenna Lenza garnered
All-GLIAC First Team honors in 2015 by leading the
Lakers in batting average (.378), hits (59) and RBIs
(36), and tied Supemaw with six home runs.
Senior Chelsea Horvath took control in the
outfield and at the plate last season, hitting a
team second-best .348 batting average with an
equally impressive .427 on-base percentage.

The Lakers also have two cross-sport refer
ences lining the roster.
An All-GLIAC Honorable Mention selection at
shortstop in 2015, Teagan Shomin’s notable fresh
man season inspired her sister, Taylor Shomin, to
try out and eventually excel with GVSUs volley
ball program in the fall, while junior Janae Langs
will join her softball teammates when she can fi
nally be pulled away from the basketball court.
The Lakers begin their season by traveling to
Rosemont, Illinois for the Lewis Dome Tourna
ment. GVSU will play Missouri S8cT and Illinois-Springfield on Feb. 26 and then WisconsinParkside and William Jewell on Feb. 27.
Following the indoor tournament, the Lak
ers head further south to Clermont, Florida to
play 12 games in seven days as part of their an
nual spring break trip from Mar. 6-12.
“We keep going because it’s warm,” Callihan said.
“They get a little breather from classes, get to enjoy
some sun and actually get to be on a dirt field and
play the game we all love. So, it’s always fun to head
down there and get some of that competition in.”
The snow-covered diamond on GVSUs softball field won’t be used until Mar. 16, when Aqui
nas comes to Allendale for a doubleheader.

-------------------W. BASKETBALL

AROUND THE EDGE: Junior forward Kayla Dawson attempts to get past a Lake Superior State defender during Grand Valley State's resounding 77-42 win at Fieldhouse Arena on Feb. 11. With a pair of free
throws late in the game, Dawson became the 22nd Laker in program history to record 1,000 career points, doing so with a full year of eligibility left. GVSU will play at home again on Feb. 18. GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
, ASSISTANTSPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

ayla Dawson stood at the free throw line preparing
to shoot two ordinary free throws late in a blowout
win to Lake Superior State on Feb. 11, but it wasn’t
the free throws that were on her mind.
She was wondering why she, the team’s
leading scorer, was the only starter left in a game that was
decided at halftime. Nevertheless, she knocked down the
First free throw, and then the second—although it nearly
rimmed out. No big deal, she thought.
;
Well, not quite.
With those two makes at the line, Dawson made Grand
Valley State school history and is now one of 22 players
ever to score 1,000 points in their GVSU careers.
“Every play was for me, I was like, ‘What’s going on?’
Then I assumed that I had to be close, I didn’t know the ex
act points or any of that,” Dawson said. “So then I went to
the bench and (GVSU coach Mike Williams) gave me a hug
and said ‘That’s your 1,000 points!’ It was a surreal feeling.”
Dawson is having a breakout season in her third year as a
Laker. She leads the team in scoring with 16.9 points per game,
which is good for third-best in the GLIAC, and her 42.3 percent
clip from behind the arc is fourth-best in the conference.
Dawson, a junior, has made significant strides since her
freshman season, showing vast improvement from year to
year. In her first year in Laker blue, she was the second-lead
ing scorer at 9.8 points per game. And that gaudy 3-point per
centage? Dawson was 0-of-8 from long range on the season.
• GVSU associate head coach Phil Sayers cites a game against
1SSU during Dawson’s freshman season as a testament to her
Avork ethic to make the necessary improvements to her game.
• It was only fitting that Dawson achieve the milestone against
4he very team that spurred her to improve just a few years ago.
“Freshman year, I’m not lying, Lake State did not leave
the paint when guarding her,” Sayers said. “They said
“We’re not leaving the paint. We’re going to stay in the
paint, and you can do what you want.’ It rattled her. It
"kind of got her going to become a better shooter.”
•
In her sophomore season, Dawson responded. Her points per
• game jumped to 12.4 and her 3-point percentage jumped to 45.5
! percent on 20-of-44 shooting. She led the team in steals with 52.
! Sayers, who handles the offensive side of the ball, said the strides
! the standout forward has made are a long time coming.
|
“Some kids are just natural scorers, Dawson’s a natural hard-

worker,” Sayers said. “I think back to her freshman year, two of
the first four games she didn’t play at all, like, no minutes. Now
here she is as a junior. That doesn’t happen just because.”
The journey to 1,000 points was one of steady im
provement, and Dawson isn’t Finished yet. Three regular
season games, the GLIAC tournament and potentially the
NCAA tournament all remain for GVSU. That’s a lot of
basketball, and with her entire senior season still to play,
Dawson’s point total is only going to grow.
With the exception of shooting guard Brionna Barnett,
Dawson has played with the current starting Five since her
freshman season. In her eyes, this is why she was able to
join the 1,000 club so early.
“All of us were always so competitive and in the gym
shooting Sundays after game days,” Dawson said. “We were
so competitive in practices and just pushing each other to
be better. I think that helped a lot to get to the 1,000 points.”
So where could she end up when it’s all said and done?
Well, it’s safe to say Dawson won’t take over the No. 1 spot
in career points, held by former Laker Mary Randall at

2,156 career points. That can be ruled out.
As far as the 1,000-point club is concerned, though, it’s
reasonable to say Dawson could Find herself in the top 10
at the conclusion of her Laker career. Currently, the No. 10
spot is held by Karrie Williams at 1,283 points.
If Dawson were to average the same amount of points as she
is this season over the course of a 28-game regular season and ex
cluding postseason, that would give her 476 more points on her
resume—well over the amount needed to crack the top 10.
Of course, those are only hypotheticals—there’s no
telling what the future holds. With three games left in the
current season, all Dawson is focused on right now is to
help angle the Lakers in position to make a run at the
GLIAC title, and be the best teammate she can be.
When it comes to Dawson’s legacy, her priorities are
more team-based.
“In my mind, I’d rather win basketball games and win a
championship, and have those experiences with my team,”
she said. “It’s not really a goal of mine, but on a personal
level, it’d be really cool to be on that list.”
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Cabla and Internet provided
Washer and dryer in every unit
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(.Centralized
mailing
compartment
4. Small argument
8. Latin for “hail"
9. Semicircular headdress
10. Hole plug
12. Primp
13. A spontaneous motivation
14. Don’t know when yet
16. Portable computer screen
material
17. Conform
19. Yoruba
20. Wings
21. Tar Hill State
25. Hard, durable wood
26. Pallid
27. Pabir language

29.
30.
31.
32.
39.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Not crazy
Word element meaning ear
Hill (Celtic)
“Dangerous Liaisons"
actor
Space between 2 points
Arbitrageur
3rd or 4th Islamic month
Assistance
Manuscripts (abbr.)
In a way, soaks
Synovial knee syndrome
2nd cervical vertebra
State of sudden fright
Snakelike fish
Each of 4 Hindu ages
Point midway between S
and SE

CLUES DOWN

January 24th - Abril 2nd
Please support u5 florin
tournament and recycle
recycle - recycle!!!
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For morn ffifpr

1. Relating to New Guinea
2. Carry to excess
3. Alms solicitor
4. Title of respect
5. Spanish saffron dish
6. Betel palm genus
7. Petter ____ , Nordic com
bined skier
9. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
11. Clan division
14. Referee declares
15. Rampart
18. “Big" actor's initials
19. Noah’s boat
20. Diarist__Frank
22. Luminous celestial ring
23. Famous motor club

24. 007’s creator
27. A timely blessing
28. UTHealth (abbr.)
29. Roman Helios
31. Check
32. Making of a worn-out
vicious horse
33. Wife
34. An alternative
35. Spanish unit of length
36. Wild goats
37. Municipalities
38. Bother or harass
39. Excessively sentimental
40. Middle Eastern dish
44. Waterproof raincoat
47. Former OSS
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GV men’s tennis aims for deep tournament run in 2016
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCA TA MNEY@LAN THORN. COM

he Grand Valley State mens ten
nis team suffered a crushing end
to its storied 2015 season with a
defeat in the second round of the
NCAA Division II tournament at
the hands of the University of Indianapolis.
The loss left a sour taste in the Lak
ers’ mouths, and sparked a fire that can
now be doused by building upon the out
standing 2015 season and advancing to
the Sweet 16 and beyond in 2016.
The Lakers believe this goal is within reach.
“We do have a lot of new players and
I think all of us are much more focused,”
said senior Michael Kaye. “We want to
make it to the Sweet 16, so we’ll be work
ing hard every day to make that happen”
The road to the tournament is one paved
with challenge, though, as the Lakers will go
against strong opponents regularly, including a
rematch with Indianapolis, and confrontations
with GL1AC rivals Ferris State and Northwood.
“Our big one is Ferris,” Kaye said. “They’re
pretty strong this year and they’re our biggest
rival,” Kaye said. “Northwood is another big
one because they’ve always been the best and
beating them would send a big message.”
Before they reach the Sweet 16, though,
there looms another goal — to win the GLIAC.
“This year we expect to win confer
ence,” said junior Jack Heiniger. “We

were real close last year and this year we
want to go undefeated and win it.”
GVSU went undefeated in the GLIAC
regular season last year, but was unable to
finish it off when tournament time came.
The Lakers’ optimism and drive have
them believing deep down that this is, in
fact, their year.
“We are working hard and continuously
improving. Were focusing on getting sharp so
that when we start playing we’ll be playing our
A-game,” said GVSU head coach John Black.
“Work hard, we’re playing good tennis, and I
think we’ll be competing to be the top team
this year. A lot of young players are stepping
up and getting the job done right now.”
After last year, two seniors from the tour
nament-contending team departed, but with
the losses came significant gains. Freshmen
Filipe Castanheira (Portugal), Pedro Gomez
(Spain), Sebastien Lescoulie (Illinois), Marcus
Muniz Infante (Spain) and Nicholas Urban
(Illinois) will all step in and assume critical
roles, whether on or off the court, in ensuring
the team reaches new program heights.
The Laker men defeated Daemen College
in a clean sweep, 9-0, on Feb. 14. Both Hei
niger and Kaye shut out their opponents in
singles matches, while the rest of the singles
competitors allowed a total of three points.
Next on the docket emerges local adver
sary Davenport University (1-1). The match
will take place a short bus ride away on Feb.
19 at the Grand Rapids Premier Athletic Club.

RALLY TIME: Junior Jack Heiniger returns the serve with a backhand during a match against Daeman
College (N.Y.) in Grandville, Michigan on Feb. 14. The Lakers won the match 9-0. GVL I EMILY FRYE

OLYMPICS

DYNAMIC DUO: Grand Valley State alumna Sarah Mcllduff (left) trains with Olympic teammate Sara Lombardi this month in New Zealand.
The pair competed together in the 2012 Olympics, and are looking to qualify for the 2016 Olympics, courtesy | rowing celebration
BY A.A. KNORR
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

our years after a fourth-place finish in the 2012
London Olympics, Sarah Mcllduff (nee Zelenka)
is back at it. Mcllduff, a rower and Grand Valley
State alumna, is currently training in New Zealand
with hopes to qualify for the 2016 Rio Olympics.
After the London Olympics, Mcllduff and her rowing
partner, Sara Lombardi (n£e Hendershot), split ways. Mc
llduff took a coaching job at the University of Louisville,
while Lombardi opted to continue training.
Lombardi was training with a different rower, but the part
nership didn’t end up working out. She gave Mcllduff a call.

“I had secretly been hoping I would have another op
portunity to get back into training full-time -- especially
when I would catch up with (Lombardi) about how her
training was going. So when she called and we talked it
out, I was pretty excited about the opportunity.”
The two linked back up in June 2015 and headed to Bos
ton, where they fell under the tutelage of Harvard rowing
coach Charlie Butt. Mcllduff and Lombardi trained until
the snow fell, then hit Florida and California to train.
Then, they decided to head to New Zealand.
More warm weather, the promise of long, pristine lakes
and the opportunity to practice with the New Zealand
national rowing team attracted Mcllduff and Lombardi.
They arrived on Jan. 4 and will stay until Feb. 22.
“Since we have been here we have improved our tech
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Off Broadway has an
opening we are looking to fill
as soon as possible.
3 bedroom loft
(Female)-$610
Included: Cable, Internet,
Water, Parking and Trash
Not included: Laundry
(Laundry facilities are
located in the building) and
Electricity (split among
roommates).
No pets and no smoking
Please Contact our office at
616-776-2678 if you are in
terested or feel free to
email me directly at me-

clastl@mail.gvsu.edu.
You can also began an aplication online at liveatoffroadway.com.

Interested in a new
apartment complex? Check
out The Enclave,
located behind Main Street
Pub Amenities include pool,
grilling area, fitness center
and is pet friendly.
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I

Grandparents, Grandkids,
Grand Valley(G3)
2016 Summer Camp regis
tration is now open!
G3 is a residential and
commuter family summer
camp for grandparents and
randchildren (ages 8-12)
une 21-23, 2016 on
GVSU’s Allendale campus.
Limited scholarships are
available from United Bank.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/g3 or
call the Regional Math and
Science Center at (616) 3312267.

i

nique tremendously, got in some really good side-by-side
work with the New Zealand women’s national rowing
team, and have been able to compete in two races,” Mc
llduff said. “We have grown our international racing ex
perience and have improved at a very high rate.”
After the pair returns to the U.S., it will set its sights on
the National Selection Regatta from Mar. 21-24 in San Di
ego. The winning pair in the NSR has the opportunity to go
to the 2016 World Rowing Cup II in Lucerne, Switzerland.
A placement in the top 50 percent of the field at the World
Rowing Cup would allow Mcllduff and Lombardi to com
pete in the 2016 Rio Olympics for the U.S.
Mcllduff, who graduated from GVSU in 2009, picked up
rowing as a freshman in 2005 under head coach John Bancheri for the GVSU rowing club. Many Lakers who pick up
rowing at GVSU are first-timers. Mcllduff was no different.
“GVSU rowing was such a wonderful experience,” she
said. “It’s where I learned to row and the team was my
family. I made so many great friendships and relation
ships through my experience that I will always treasure.
“It was also really fun to be a part of a club team, but
be faster than a lot of varsity teams.”
When Mcllduff came to the rowing club as a freshman,
Bancheri noted her physique and potential and moved
her up to the varsity level almost immediately.
“I met with her like six weeks into the fall season and we
sat down to chat and I said, ‘Sarah, you have the physical
talent and determination that if you put your mind to this,
you’re capable of rowing at the Olympic-level someday.’
\
“I was thinking maybe by 2016, not 2012.”
Though Mcllduff’s time in scenic New Zealand is
nearing its end, the true challenges await, namely the
NSR and, if all goes well, the World Rowing Cup.
“We are racing to win,” she said. “It is definitely a huge
challenge, as the USA squad is one of the top rowing
teams in the world, so it’s going to be tough,” she said.
“We are excited for the challenge, though.
“So far the journey has been unbelievable. I’m looking
forward to March.”

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF
some restrictions apply
email ldkerexchdnge@lanthom.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange@lanthom.com

OR CALL

616 331-2460
-
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Arrested for MIP, driving
under the influence,
possession, or assault? We
represent clients in all areas
of criminal defense. Contact
attorney Matt Berry (GVSU
’05) at Tanis Schultz, PLLC
for all of your legal matters.
616-608-7149.
mberry@tanisschultz.com.

Tickets are $4 from a sister
or $5 at the door.

Macomb Community
College offers classes to
Grand Valley students. Apply as a guest student to
earn transfer credits during
the summer semester.

Do you love endless salad,
bread, and spaghetti? Come
to the AOII house (5050
Pierce St. Building F) on
Tuesday, March 1 at 7pm for
our annual Spaghetti Dinner.

It K jl-JL t A JL

This year for the seventh
time, GVSU is competing in
RecycleMania. This year
RecycleMania will run from
January 19th through March
29th. Please help us win this
competition by placing only
non-recyclable materials in
the waste stream. All paper,
cardboard, glass, plastics,
tin, and aluminum should be
recycled Thanks for your
help!

Learn to play the banjol
Bluegrass or clawhammer
style banjo lessons suited for
the beginner. No previous
musical experience
necessary. $30 per
hour-long session, $100 for
four sessions. Call, text, or
email for more information.
(231) 750-5597
sawinc@mail.gvsu.edu.

